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DATES  
TO REMEMBER 

January 2 
School Resumes 

January 15 
End of 2nd Quarter 

January 21 
Early Release Day 

Dismissal @ 12:45pm 

January 26 
11:30 AM 

Ladies Aid Soup and Pie 
Luncheon 
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From the Pastor 
OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS 

“Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go into this or that city, 
spend a year there, do business, and make a profit.’ You do not know what to-
morrow will bring. What is your life? Indeed, it is a mist that appears for a little 
while and then disappears. Instead, it is better for you to say, ‘If it is the Lord’s 
will, we will live, and we will do this or that.’” (James 4:13-15). 

Some people love to move forward and take advantage of opportunity. Others dread 
it. What’s the difference between the two? My best guess is that it comes down to 
fear. 

Sometimes it’s healthy to have a little fear. It keeps us from doing dumb things like 
wrestling with an alligator, for example. At other times fear can be a crippling disease 
that keeps us from doing the right thing. 

We have an opportunity before us as a congregation. As I talk about it here, I’m not 
trying to tell you what we have to do, nor am I trying to guilt you into a particular deci-
sion. What I want to do is lay it before you while keeping two things in mind: 

1) We have a great responsibility to share the gospel. 
2) We must look to the Lord for guidance and trust his promises. 

Many of you may already be aware of the opportunity. There is a great need in our 
area for daycare. Other WELS congregations in our circuit – New Lisbon and 
Mauston – have been blessed with full facilities and waiting lists. There is little in the 
way of daycare in Wonewoc, Hillsboro, and Elroy, and even less in the way of certi-
fied daycare. At the Leap of Faith daycare in New Lisbon, part of St. Luke’s ministry, 
they have nearly 30 unchurched families. Considering that over half the population in 
this area is unchurched, there is a better than even chance that if we established a 
daycare and preschool, we would have unchurched parents and families coming to 
us. We, of course, would have to reach out to them to talk to them about Jesus and 
invite them to learn more, even as their children are learning about Jesus in our facil-
ity. There are no guarantees that any would become members, but we remember that 
our great responsibility is not to make church members but to share the gospel with 
others. 

To build a facility – and we would have to build; there are no move-in ready places 
around here – takes money. This is where fear may come in for some. This is also 
where I would point us to the Word of God at the beginning of this article. We would 
not go into a project like this saying, “This is definitely God’s will. We need to do this 
no matter what.” Some may truly believe it is God’s will, but we need to pray that the 
Lord would guide us and bless us so that we can see clearly. Whatever we do, we 
can trust that God will bless us. If it’s not his will that we do this, he will make it clear 
and he will bless us. If it is his will that we do this, he will make it clear and he will 
bless us. We have his promises in Jesus. Isn’t that comforting? Doesn’t that drive 
fear away? It should. 

Humanly speaking, when we do the figuring – and all we can do at the moment is 
make estimates – there’s no reason why we can’t do this and pay off whatever we 
might have to borrow in a relatively short period of time. There are also plenty of 
ways to keep costs down, including asking Builders for Christ to help with construc-
tion.             (continued on page 2) 

Psalm 
96:2 
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From the Pastor (continued from cover page) 

It seems certain that we would have a full Early Childhood 
Ministry (ECM) center. The ECM would be self-sustaining – 
nothing coming from the church budget. Our current pre-
school teacher, Miss Brander, would be at the ECM and her 
salary would come strictly from that budget. 

But the most important thing, as I hope you’ve already real-
ized, is that it would be a great way to reach young families 
with the gospel. There are some other ideas that are con-
nected to this one, none of them set in stone: 

- Call a pastor to serve as principal of our school, thus 
making it more manageable to continue carrying out all 
the pastoral duties of our congregation as well as reach-
ing out to the unchurched. 

- Call a teacher to fill out our faculty in order to give our 
students the best education possible. Currently we are 
down one faculty member. 

There are others things we can and will talk about as well. 
Be on the lookout for meeting dates and times. For now, 
please pray. Pray for the Lord’s guidance. Pray for wisdom 
for everyone in the congregation. Pray that the strong desire 
to share the gospel with others lives in our hearts. Pray that 
God will make clear the path we should take and bless it 
richly. 

Isn’t it great that we can count on the Lord in this situation? 
Because of Jesus our Savior, he won’t let us down. 

 

THANK YOU  

The faculty and staff at St. Paul’s Church and 

School would like to thank all of you for the 

many ways that you have offered encourage-

ment and support this past year. Whether it is a 

service of time, skills, prayers, gifts or monetary 

support, we recognize its value and that it is a 

gift shared from a heart of love for our God and 

each other. We pray that the Lord will bless each 

of you and fill you more with his grace in the 

coming year and beyond until, we all reach 

that glorious time of eternity together with him.   

 
 

2020 OFFERING ENVELOPES 
If you have not yet picked up your 2020 envelopes, they are 
available in the back pew at church. If you cannot find your 
envelopes, or if the address on the label is not correct, or you 
have any other questions, please let the church office know 
at 464-3212. 

 

 
Drake Matthew Gene Demaske  December 11 

 

 

Fund In Memory/Honor of  
 

Christmas Bags Janet Ott 

Christmas Bags James West 

Heating Fuel Help Art, Dorothy, Ed Lange 

Debt Reduction Elmer Wells 

Community Need Beatrice Andrews 

Sr. Choir Terry Wright 

School Memorial Terry Wright 

Building Fund Terry Wright 

Cemetery  Terry Wright 

General Fund Terry Wright 

School Memorial James West 

Church News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LADIES AID  

SOUP/CHILI AND PIE LUNCHEON 

The Ladies Aid will be holding their annual soup and 
pie luncheon on Sunday, January 26 following the 
10:30 AM Service. Come share some hot and deli-
cious soup on a cold winter’s day and finish the meal 
with a big, tasty slice of our (almost) world famous 
homemade pie.  Enjoy some fellowship with others 
as well.  All are welcome. 
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Happy New Year! We are still a couple of weeks from the end of the 2nd Quarter, so students will return from 
Christmas break continuing where they left off in December. Everyone at St. Paul’s Lutheran School wants to 
thank the parents, and all the members, for your support of Christian education in 2019 We also look forward 
to your continued support as we take on 2020!  
 
January is a bit of a quiet time from the busyness of the holiday season, but we will see students in grades 5-8 
start preparing for the Science and Fine Arts Fair in Onalaska. The fair is not until March, but getting a good 
start is always beneficial. 
 
We ask for your prayers that the Lord continues to bless our efforts as we enter this New Year. 

Christmas Presence 

Many people in our world think of Christmas as a time for presents. In fact, not only has “Black Friday” become an ac-

cepted holiday in the vocabulary of most Americans, but this year it also graduated from a singular to a plural. It seemed 

like every Friday from October until December became “Black Friday” so we could buy even more presents at a discount. 

Here in Native America in our missions to the Apache people in Arizona, we used Christmas as an opportunity to focus 

on presence instead of presents. After all, Immanuel arrived–God himself came into our world to live like one of us! And 

we had no shortage of excited volunteers eager to announce his presence to our communities! 

In the month of December, more than 325 children in 

Apacheland put on their fanciest Christmas dresses and best 

clip-on ties and were proud to announce loudly and clearly 

that Jesus Christ was born in Bethlehem. The students at 

East Fork Lutheran School were able to tell the Christmas 

story to several hundred people in the school gymnasium 

under the theme, “Did you Know?”  Meanwhile, the stu-

dents of Peridot-Our Savior’s LutheranSchool rented a com-

munity hall to fit everyone in to hear their program focused 

on sharing the story of Christmas, using the theme of “Sav-

ior of the Nations.” 

It was a memorable night on both the Fort Apache and San 

Carlos reservations, as each school was able to use its ever-

growing presence in the community to share the glorious 

presence of Jesus. These Christmas programs are well at-

tended by our local communities, including many who 

would not normally walk into one of our churches. And our students were ready! All of the students had been practicing 

for more than a month under the direction of dedicated teachers, and it showed. They certainly made their parents and 

teachers proud as they spoke clearly and sang loudly about this miraculous and glorious event. 

With approximately half of the population on both of these Apache reservations under the age of 18, our schools continue 

to have real opportunities to share Jesus. Our pastors and teachers have the chance each day to continue training hundreds 

of eager evangelists who share Jesus with the youthful exuberance and blunt simplicity of childhood. Pray that they will 

continue witnessing as they grow up and that they will become leaders in service to their newborn King! 

Written by Rev. Dan Rautenberg, Native American mission field coordinator 

 

Learn more about world mission work on the Apache reservations in Arizona at wels.net/apache. 

  

School Scoop 
Celebrating 139 Years of  

Christian Education 

https://wels.net/serving-others/missions/apache-mission/


Proclaim  January 2020 

4 

HIGHLIGHTS - BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING - DECEMBER 17, 2019 

The meeting was called to order and opened with a devotion from Pastor Snyder 

Minutes from the November 19, 2019 Trustees Meeting were presented in print and accepted as presented 

Pastor’s Report was presented presented by Pastor Snyder. 

• Items of note included 1 baptism performed - Drake Matthew Gene Demaske , son of Brent and Amanda 

Demaske. 

Elders’ Report was presented by Sam Mobley. 

• A request for a transfer by Elva Parkhurst to Faith Lutheran in Reedsburg was approved and will be finalized at 

the next quarterly meeting. 

Principal’s Report presented by Pastor Snyder. 

• A thank you was expressed to Steve and Maddie Mitchell for coaching boys’ basketball.  We also received a gift 

of $900 toward new basketball uniforms for both boys and girls. 

• Continuing discussion is taking place on the implications of calling of a principal/pastor and how it will affect 

teacher staffing. 

• There was a need to put the school on a soft lockdown.  It was a learning experience that hopefully won’t be 

needed in the future. 

Board of Education Report was presented by Troy Gander. 

• ECM Planning Phase Committee had first meeting.  Discussed number of children, size of facility, staffing, and 

other administrative items.  It was recommended that we seek help in planning a facility.  Pastor Snyder will con-

tact Jeff Behnke at Freide Construction. 

Treasurer/Finance Committee Report was presented in print. 

• General Fund Debt is $125,647.33 as of November 30, 2019. 

Unfinished Business. 

• Items on hold:  Building and Grounds Inspection Committee; School doors access control system; Church organ 

refurbishment or replacement; Parking along south side of church/school; tree trimming along bluff and in front 

of teacherage and parsonage; Merger/consolidation; Teacherage evaluation. 

• 150th Anniversary planning committee, October 2021. 

• School 140th Anniversary, March 2020. 

• Family restroom project in church is to tentatively start in January 2020. 

• Installation of video screens in church will be after Christmas. 

• Committee to meet with church designer to discuss current assets and possible improvements. 

 
New Business/Items to discuss. 

1. Call for principal:  Need to have a meeting with the congregation on calling a pastor to serve as principal, ECM, 

and school staffing.  Not ready for a call list at this time. 

2. Board of Trustees organization for 2020. 

a. Steve Fick was appointed President by unanimous ballot. 

b. Sam Mobley was appointed Vice President and Elders Representative by unanimous ballot 

c. Troy Gander was appointed Secretary and Education Committee Representative by unanimous ballot. 

d. Dale Wells was nominated for Treasurer and Finances by unanimous ballot.  

 
Next Trustees Meeting will take place on January 28, 2020 at 6:30pm. 
 
The meeting was adjourned and closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
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January 2020 

  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

1 2 3 4 

Happy New Year! 8:00 AM School 
Resumes After 
Christmas Break 

9:30 AM Bible 
Study 

6:30 PM Bible 
Study 

8:05 AM Chapel 
 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

9:00 AM Worship 
with Communion 

10:15 AM Fellow-
ship and Bible 
Class 

  7:00 PM Anniver-
sary Committee 

9:00 AM Shut-In Vis-
its 

1:30 PM Ladies Aid  

6:00 PM Public 
School Catechism 

 

9:30 AM Bible 
Study 

 

6:30 PM Bible 
Study 

8:05 AM Chapel 8:00 AM Elders 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

8:00 AM Worship 

9:15 AM Fellow-
ship and Bible 
Class 

10:30 AM Worship 
(Gr. 6-8 Sing) 

11:30 AM Altar 
Guild 

 10:00 AM Circuit 
Meeting 

6:30 PM 
 Panther Parents 

 

End of 2nd Quarter 

 

9:00 AM Shut-In Vis-
its 

6:00 PM Public 
School Catechism 

 

9:30 AM Bible 
Study 

 

6:30 PM Bible 
Study 

8:05 AM Chapel 
 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

8:00 AM 
Worship with 
Communion 

9:15 AM Fellow-
ship and Bible 
Class 

10:30 AM Worship 
with Communion   
(Gr. 3-5 Sing) 

5:00 PM – Girls A & 
B Basketball Away 
@ St. Mary’s Rich-
land Center 

 

12:45 PM School 
Early Release 

1:30 PM Care 
Ministry 

  
8:05 AM Chapel 

 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

8:00 AM Worship 
 
9:15 AM Fellow-
ship and Bible 
Class 
 
10:30 AM Worship  
(Gr. 1-2 Sing) 

Newsletter Article 
and Calendar Dead-
line 

 

5:00 PM - Girls A & 
B Basketball @ 
Home vs. St. Mary’s 
Richland Center 

5:30 PM Steering 
Committee 

6:30 PM Trustees 

9:00 AM Shut-In Vis-
its 

6:00 PM Public 
School Catechism 

8:00 PM Sr. Choir 

9:30 AM Bible 
Study 

6:00 PM – Girls A 
Only Basketball @ 
Home vs. St. Pe-
ter’s Reedsburg 

6:30 PM Bible Study 

8:05 AM Chapel 

  

WELS National Conference on Lutheran Leadership 
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Email: 
 

Pastor: 
Rev. Peter Snyder 

Email: 
revsnyder@stplutheranwonewoc.com 

 

Principal & Grades 6, 7 & 8 
Valerie Hagemann 

Email: 
vhagemann@stplutheranwonewoc.com 

 

Grades 3, 4 & 5 
Jenell Snyder 

Email: 
jsnyder@stplutheranwonewoc.com 

 

Grades 1 & 2 
Helen Rick 

Email: 
hrick@stplutheranwonewoc.com 

 

Kindergarten/ Early Childhood 
Annalies Brander 

Email: 
abrander@stplutheranwonewoc.com 

 

Administrative/Support Staff 
Jan Fick 
Email: 

office@stplutheranwonewoc.com 
 

 
 
 

—WELS— 

Church address 
119 South East Street 

PO Box 125 
Wonewoc, WI  53968 

School Address 
101 Church Street 

Box 325 
Wonewoc, WI  53968 

 

Phone: 
608) 464-3212 

 

 We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.stplutheranwonewoc.com 

 

January Birthdays 
This is the day the Lord has made; 

 Let us rejoice and be glad in it…Psalm 118:24 
 

1 Lindsey Barton, Claudette Haase,, Gary Miller, Rita Wright 
2 Steven Reed, Sr. Anabella Schmidt 
3 Vicky Leavitt, Jon Schmidt, Mia Schultz 
4 Brandon Gehri, Joyce Sturtz,  
5 Bellalia Lindemeyer, Jason Oetzman, Ezekiel Severson 
6 Cynthia Field 
8 Zachary Anderson 
10 Katherine Ott, 
11 Lisa Anderson, Cheryl Laack 
12 Laurie Daugs, Carter Laack, Nicholas Miller, Aria Schnurr 
13 Jerita Hubele, Lydia Westedt 
14 Helen Christopherson, Ron Sebranek, Nancy Wolfe 
15 Steven Nichols 
16 Elizabeth Danklefsen, Kristin Wolfe 
17 Cade Dougherty, Kolten Grauvogl, Donna Herrewig, John Kennedy 
18 Nathan Helms, Austin Schmidt 
19 Laurie Jaech, Darlene Kopenhafer 
20 Dayonna Bolton, Jacy Burns, Brynly Solchenberger, McKynly Solchenberger 
21 Shawn Feldman 
22 Krystal Preuss 
23 Richard Voigt 
24 Dawn Herrewig, Jeanne Jasper 
26 Stephanie Kopenhafer, Nolan Pagel 
27 Lucas Penshorn, Will Westedt 
28 Kelly Fry, David Rick 
29 Carolyn Becker, Patricia Schroeder, Gabriel Wolfe 
30 Savannah Dorn, Thomas Lange 
31 Gavin Olson 

If we missed your birthday, we’re sorry.  
Please let us know and we will make the correction. 

mailto:office@stplutheranwonewoc.com

